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FARMERS NEED OF AN EXTENSION PROGRAM TO
RATIONALIZE IRRIGATION WATER AND MANAGE NEW
IRRIGATION SYSTEMS IN “DARB AL-ARBE’EN” PROJECT,
AL-WADY AL-GADID GOVERNORATE

[1]

Moustafa Muawad, M.M.!
ABSTRACT

The study aimed at identifying both knowledge and skill levels of farmers in re-
gard of technical recommendations of rationalizing irrigation water use and its vari-
ous management systems, determine the deficit in their knowledge and skills degree
in that regard as a step to propose an extension program that hope to remedy this
gap. The study was conducted in Al-Wady Al-Gadid governorate on beneficiaries of
“Darb Al-Arbe’en” project, with a random sample of 160 represent about 25% of to-
tal beneficiaries (640). Data were collected through a personal interview question-
naire during (August-September) 2005, and the following statistics were used: fre-
quencies, percentages, arithmetic mean, standard deviation, simple correlation coef-
ficients, F test and multiple regression analysis (Stepwise).

The results revealed the following

- More than half the interviewees 56.3% had low knowledge in regard of technical
recommendations of rationalizing irrigation water use and its management sys-
tems, and about 20.5% of total interviewees had no knowledge in that regard.

- About 51.3% of interviewees had low implementation skills in regard of tech-
nical recommendations of rationalizing irrigation water use and its management
systems, whereas about 5% of total interviewees were highly skilled.

- In general there was knowledge deficit in about seven groups of technical rec-
ommendations of rationalizing irrigation water use and its management systems
ranged between 17%-45% of total knowledge.
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- There was a general skill deficit among interviewees in regard of technical rec-
ommendations of rationalizing irrigation water use and its management systems
ranged between 50%-70% of total skills.

- Interviewees essentially need an extension program in rationalizing irrigation wa-
ter use and managing new irrigation systems and a plan of action was sited in the
study.

- Finally, the study recommended the necessity to prepare excessive training pro-
grams to beneficiaries from the project in order to increase their knowledge and
skills in that regard.

Key words: Farmers need, Extension program rationalize irrigation Water, Darb Al-
Arbe’en Project
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